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EDITORIAL NOTES

' l‘han.ks to Hessrs J,TeWellann and J,W.Dallimore,
“ members will receive hérewith a cover bearing
4% & GoB. Pitney-Bowes GvR 13d, (still in use),
and a strip showing the new Australian
"Simplez! The ident.nos, in both vary.

WANTS - 4D OFFERS. ,
For Sele on bchalf of a correspondentt Approx.
3,000 U, S, meters (Many duplicates) on pieces
(3 ~ 3% = ¥ in.); all oval designs (some with
"ADL lc PD", central.tablet; &2.) or smnll square -
- no YEagles" - and somc "Permits'. Best offer

. before lst.Jon. o HoneScc.sccurcs. Sorry, but

within British Isles only.
lirs J,T.W,ionm, 63 Dulverton Road, New Dltham,
Se3s9e can still supply onc or two ncw members
(in British Islcs only) ocecasionnl parcels of
current G.B. meter stamps agninst cost of postage.
Some post-office "Paid" marks also
oveilable. :



38, THE HISTORY OF FRANKING MACHINES
by Wexrsr Simon

(Translated, by permission, from fhe Esperanio
original in "La Interligilo" May/June 1948.)

Hew ldeas habitually appear in different
places at the same time. So oo the idea of
postal franking mchines was discussed in various

An A.marman neWSpaper publ:e.shcd in Pha.ladel-—
phia reported in 1895 that the German Authorities
were considering the use of an apparatus which
- morked the postage insteadiof sticking on postage
stemps, The description of the apparatus wholly
resembles the present-day fronking machines, bub
it scems that it was not used proctically,

In 1897, a Bavarian. newspeper contedned an. -
article which recomuended the.replocement of
postage stamps by morking mochines, and in 1899
a frenking machine was patented in the W.S.Ad

The first sctual use of . a franking nachine
took placc in Christisnia {now 0slo) » Norway, on
2k August 1900. The inventor, Christian H,

Kahrs, installed his mechine -in. the wostibule of
tho chief post office and i% printed 5. and 10 Bre
morks af'ter inscrtion of goins of the .gerresponds.
ing valuc. However, at that timc it was not

yct percecived thot o mark would. suffice for
fromiing and the postal officicls stuck sbarps on
the cnvelopes found in the machine. . The mark

is o philetelic. rority; it consisted of a post~ ..
horn containing thc fronking valuc in the-ceontrals ..
ring, Above, T Chro, " significd: "Cnm,atmn:;a“

and below, the inscription "Aut.lo.1" indicated
the first mochine. Probobly, $he mnohine was-.
withdrown after o short period of usc... - Lo

A second Norwegicn cxporiment in 1903 was i
sdmewhat more successful but- neverbheless the.
fow mochines which were uscd in post offices and -
business firms onc affer another broke down and
by 1905 none remained in use,, The mark showed
a compl:x.cﬂtod design conalsu:mg of orms with a
erovm with the valuc at coch side and o contral



figure blowing a horn. The words "WORGE FRIML " (3¢,
(Worweglan postage sbamp) appearcd in o ribbon.
Only the 5 bre value is known on a postally used
cover; its colour is grocn. This second trial of
o franking machine is chiefly of importance becausc
for the first time the mark itsclf was considered
as indicotive of froncing withoub the addition
of a postage stomp.

In 190k, Erncst ioss introduced fronking
machines in New Zealand with such success that
that country has never since then ceasod to usc
machine Trenking. In fact the many years of
uge in Mew Zeclond prepared the ground for the
ultimete general introduction of franking wnchincs
throughout the world, and scveral of the present
types of machine are based on the carly Now Zealand
rodels, .

A trial installation of a franking wmchinc
in London in 1912 was a failurc, for the machine
invented by Mr.Wilkinson, operated only from
Januery to August owing to insufficient public
inteorcst. The nork was siople: in 2 circlc was
the inscription MLOIDON.E.C." and "POST4GH PaID"
with the value "1d" and o crown.

iore important wos the experiment in the sanc
year in Yashington, U,S.4., where for five deys
a franking machine was tested by the postal ad~
ministrations That machine posscssed o wholly now
control device which stopped its oporation when
the sum previously paid 4o the post office was
aexhausted, It also sealed the cnvelopes, but
lacked dote~ and towm~mark, without which the
postal adninistrotion considercd the machine of
only limited advantoge. However, similor mochines
were %estod in prectice. in Chicego in 1914, but the
chief barrier was the contorporary postal regula-
tions, which allowed the usc of franking nerks oniy
for printced matter and for inland corrcspondence.

The ultinnite succcss of franking rnchines
bogan in 1920, whon the iadrid Congress of %he
U.P.U, permitted the use of fronking norks
throughout the world. In the same yoar, the



40.)
United States Congress adopted a law allowing
the use of franking marks for letbtors., The way
was now frecd. Soon nochines were nade ahd
installed in country after coumtry. The United
Statcs used the first machine In Docenmber 1920,
Great Britain in 19223 in 1923, Germany, Swit-
zerland, India ond Conada’ followed, and 111_19214,
austria and France, and soon aluost all other |
countrics adopted the new nethod of ‘frenking, by
which at the present time uwp to 20% (now about
LOfE = e ) of all postel mattor in the Unltcd.
Stotes and Connda is fremked, :
iéluhou't doubt the future will- br:v.nu a fur-
ther cxtension of nnching frenking. - The chicf
anerican nonufacturcr of fra nking oochines has
made a cowbinntion of fronking mhehine ond letbor
hox, wihich was. used.ozg_om..m%ally during the. '
wor in several public ploges such as hotelsy -
post offices, railuny stations ctc, ' Thesc . so~
called "Mnilomats" opereatod in a wholly satis—
footory mnner end mndo nozsible he hourly des-
pateh of all mnid without storps. i Llorgo-soale
installation in the whole country. is plonned for
the neor future, end then the méter sbrmp will
even furthor replace the adnesive sbamp.

(Woto: Onc Carle Bushe of Prris is reported
fo have token out a British putent for "on '
apparatus for inpressing starps® as chrly as
Avgust 188L, and o dozen other British patents
followed before the end of the cen’tury. -*I)d. )

Book Revicw, :
T THE DEVALOBMENT OF THE POSILGE HATER
MLCHINES OF THE UITITED ST.TES,1898-1920

by Valter M, Swdny Corinth, K,Y,,1952.

To' be had fron D.R.Burchcll Eastficld Housc,
Portobello, Scotland; price 7s.6d.)

‘ I an glad to n,ove the ozaJortun.LuJ of rcv:.ew—-
this book, as it is without doubt the nost :uraort-w
and work on the subgcct yot published,
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The ancumt of invaluvablc 1nforﬁatlon crowded
into its 21 pages is prodigious. All the carly
types of ﬂaohlnos are fully dcscribod, and the
indicia illustrated.

These indicia arc mostly of the greatest
rority, only two or three copics of some beling
knoving but probably there are more knocking
about %he world, the owncrs being unaworce of
the value of their possossions, It is indeed
surprising that so 1little of this carly metered
rinil has boon preserved when huge gquantities
were used in mailing catalogues eto.
¥o expense has been spared on the production
of thls book. It is fincly got up, ond the sub-
Jeot matter is prescnted in an indoresting and
cninently readable meymer. i bibliography of
Reference Material used is also included. The
book is absolutely indispensable to cvery serious
collcetor of U.Suﬂ.metorcd mails

~ DoReBe

A fow facts fron,ono Book “ky'bc nentioncd.
The earlicst machine, imvented by Eloer E.dblf ‘
of Bpringficld, Ohio in 1898, was in mony woy
an adveonce on meny laber mochines, boing cMQleo
of printing ninc differcent postal rotes and
locking when the anount of postage prepeild had
boen exhausted; but- there is no record of any
testings being mnde, Subscguent mechines, all
produced by the Pitncy Postal lnchine Corpony
and its successors, verc patont sed in 1901 and
later years, and post office trials book ploce in
1903, 1904, 1912 ond 191k, bui postal reguletions

‘prevented regular adoption until 1920, The first
rogulor nmetered mailing took plecc on Dcccmbcr
10, 1920, : :

G. B, TDENTIFICATION O, SYSTHAS,

A ristoke occurred in the lost para. of the
article in the last "Bulletin,' In London .5,
the first "wrong® Neonost No. is 119, not 118,
and 4% is nos.19 to 118 which do not exist.




12.) LONG TOWN-MNAZIES

Some time ago in this "Bulletin®, reference
was made to extraordinarily long town-names in
neter towmmarks of G.B. The longest mentioned
was "COALBROOKDALSE TRONBRIDGE SHROPSHIRE" with
33 letters, and the rumer-up "WHITTINGTOH LOOR
CHESTERFIEID DIS" (30 1e’utex‘s)wmlch ccourred
with the Neopost GviR die N,2. It has since
been noticed that with the BviiiR d:Le N 2, this
place has the county "DERBYSHIRE" given in full,
nmaking a total of 37 letters. Can anjone bea“s
~this 2

The .sshox-t et naie (111 G.B.) is "AYR'; which
cannot be beaten as any other threé-lettor name
must have the county added,

LETERED PGSTJ@ SPATIONERY, -
In the article on this subaec‘c in the 1as’s '
"Bulletin® it was mentioned %hat no.cnvelopes’
with 1d. eﬂbossed stemps had been scen with an ,
additional $d. meter stum to cover the :anreusq
in the rate in June 1951. ir.d T.W.liamm has .- -

- novw submitted two such onvelopes, used as l_a-t_d
o8 March and April 1952, Onc has a lieopost -
frank and the epbossed stomp is cancclled bj _
the post office, but the othor has- a Un:wersal
i%Va frank which covers the cnbospcd o'ﬁ&.ﬁp and..
this has received no ?,Oocﬁnccllﬂtlon. Another .

- nerxber, lirsd.Collann, hos shoun onc. hoving o
Wiversal HaVe fronk with dote o doy bcforc,tno
Poo. cancellation (19 Junc 1951)

NEOPOST IN _’OR:JIGIS COWMMRITLS
The Auncrican Licterod Possago Socio‘sy 8 section
in a reccnt number of “The Sontinci records o
probably littlc-kmown fact thot the British
"Necopost" mochines werc authorized for usé in-
the United States os long hgo as 2 Doccober 1930.
None of these moachines hove however been uscd there.
¥Neopost® wachines, although very popular in
Groat Britain and most parts of the British Com-
normwoalth, have in fact not boen nuch er*oloyed




in foreign countries, This nay be becausc (4.3,
these countrics change their postal rates more often
or because of the decimnl curroncy, noking noulti-
valuc machines more convenicnt.

They were introduced in Demmerk ond Sweden |
{1926), Belgium (1930), Iceland, Netherlonds
(1931), Zgypt, Sthiopia (1933), Brazil, DLithuo-
nia (1934) and argentina (1936), but arc now
obsolete in all oxcept Bclsrmm, Iceland and
Netherlands, ‘

In: addition, thoy were introduced :mto Ire—-'
lond, Burpe and Palestine during the British
gommexion, and continue o be used in thosc
countrics (Pﬁlosl,lne na.v:mg oW becone Israol )

S:EEIJ—J{ .zus.Gl”II{\ S .ELBROJLD '

Furthor to the ‘notes in dhe last "Bulletin,™
. iessrs Universal Pos*’c;al Provkers dinforn us thet
- thesc machihes have been sanctioned in the fol-

- iowing countries besidos Groat Britain: Asustra-

lia, Indie, Janniday Kenya-Ugenda-Tongonyiks,
Lnloya, New Zealond, Nigeria, Horthorn Rhodc:sia;
Pekistan, South ifriecn, Southern Rhodesiag
Tcoland, Ireland (Bire), Nothorlends; Bblﬂl".ﬂ
Congo, Brazil, Tgypt, Isracl, lexico, Proofs
. cxist also f‘or Trinidnd & Tobogo.

The range of deno:m tions provided varics.
In _;usi:rﬂllg., Now Zealand and Ni goerin, thoy run
fron 54 to 1/=; Soubth .ifrica and 8. and ¥,
R&Od@ml? nay heve the sanc or 1d. o 2/w without
odd helfpence; Jameica hos 1d. to 2/1. OF the
- non~-storling cowmtries, inlaya, Nethorlonds and
- Zgypt run from 1 to 25 (cents or mills) ‘bu"
Netherlonds nay also hove 2 to 25, and B gypt 5 to
© 125 by fives, Lsrael ond lexico l:;.kcw:st run-
Cfrom 5 o 1253 Kenya,Tcoland and Brozil from 10
to 250; while Bc,lg.Lo,;n Congo runs fron 25 ’r,o 625.
Pekiston hos frow & to 65 annas, and India + %o
6 anmas with a "adro" for re-dating wrongly-datcd
inpressions as required by the Indian P.0,




Lky)

The "zero alsc is provzc’led for Austml:.a., 80
that the 1/0"~ rote now aatered for by & special
‘adhesive cammot be :mclucicd.

ALUSBRALIELN IMf:I.S

(Reported by Hr.Jd.T.Dallinore)

Tne "lidget" fronks ere known in valucs Zd.,
1de, 13d., 2d., 226..,, jc"L., ey bide, 5de, 6d,,
7de ond 1/=.

The Universal nul*an.—-value has adopted an
cnkirely new design of stanp, the town, date and
value being all included within one large rect-

ﬂrk,ular frame with denticulated outline, in the
same style as now used in several other countries.
The town nane appears in a stroight line at top
loft, above the datc, ond YPOSLAGE PAID' at top
right, above the value. Between them is the
iustralian flag and along the base is "AUSTRALIAM
in large letters f‘ollovccl by the identificotion
(licence) no.; -so far kiown are 152 and 153,
Those arc four=bank (0/0% %o 29/11%)nodels.

The systen of identification nos, wos dos-
cribed in the Dec.1951 "Bullebin® ; it now apoears
that a departure has been made from the method of
igsuing the nos, ir order throughout the Comon—
wealtn, Lotest mochines issucd in Vietoria are
in the M11-199 serics and in Weshorn Lustralia
in the T11-T99 scrics, the highest nos.scen in
‘other states being in the "HY serics,

‘,.Ub”‘Ru.LL,.u METER 1aiGaZIlE.

Our member, Hred,TeDallimore, of Corio, Vwc. s
has revived afier a gep of some yoars the “*Eotcr
Mogazine first :Lssucd-‘in‘.}'am 1935, The first
nucber of the now seriés, dated august 1952,
consists of seven pages in o similar style o our
own "Bulletin” but has the advantage of several
hond-drawn illustrations. Issucs will not be
regular but roughly quartorly, and will be sont
to anyone interested for postage and a few
duplicote netor staps,




CallaDIAN  METER TYPES (L5.
In the March 1952 "Bulletin," thore was sum-
merized the new "Classification of Up,S.Postage
Heter Prints," whereby the various designs of
gharp are classified into basic "Groups® cach
designated by o capital letter, the "Type® (of
which %here may be one or norce under cach Group)
then being designoted by a sccond lotter follow-
ing the first; "V rictiost within a ’LJ}}O, if such
exist, ('bncse being minor difforences in design
not always obvious at o first glonce bubt casily
distinguished on exﬂnina’sion) arc inclicatcd by a
nuriber following the Type loticr. o
Vermoer 8inon, in o recent Bulletin of ‘Gno
(Lmerican) Meter Sher 1 Socicty, has worked ouf::t
a eorres”‘)ondlng systcxl for Canade which is swpaor-"
ized here. ’ . .
Group i Curvilinesr oo tagonal frank with band
cpnt mlﬂg valuc ncross the cehbre. One Type
ouly, g, — WLICIHSE No, ,." above ond ==h.m,zz”
below bond, (Horris type l.) :
Group B: Plain upright rectongle witin lg_rro
figures of value in centre,’ LD ohave '\né‘».
TR belowe, One Type onlj, B.u. (rw.e.,)
(Horris type 2. )
Group.Cs Deslgn similar to G-fom - bu nuch
morroner, MIDICRT or MLETRE' ghove conbral band
and I\To.bolo'v. Types Cu = 40ll, narrow with 3.
or 4 figure no. snd CB - shortor and wider with
5 f:.guro 10, (H&I‘I"Lo ‘types 3 and k)
Group D: Snall roctangulor-design with frame of
#initetion pc,momtlon‘“ TPOSTESY verdically ot
left and "POSILGE" vertically ot right.  Scroll
below velue hag both cn(ls curved dowrwards,
Types Da - large figurcs of value without _
"CINTSY (Horris type 5), and DB ~ sonller figurcs
with "CZNTS" below (Harris type 7.)
Group Ti: Similar to.Group D but scroll has onds
curved upverds, Types B - "POSIZS" above and
HPOST. ;C}B“ bolow figures. of valus (Herris type 6)
and TB ~ "POSIES" and ™ POSLAGE" vertically at




L6)
left and right of value (Harris type 9.)
Group F: Towmmork and frenk contained within
large rectangular denticuloted fraie; crown over
wavy lines in contre. Types Fa - mple leaves
above and bolow MCAMLDAY (Herris type 8) ond
B - maple leaves in upper ond lower left corners
of frane; on@ experipental "Mpailomat", No,lol
only. (Harris type 10.)
roup G: Larpe maple leaf, stalk upwards, in
centro between town circle and frank., Type G4
only.
Group H; Large rogtangular fronk, maple leaves
in upper cornors,.with denticulated border.
Types Hi = motor ne,-prefixcd by "WePell” and
HB - metor no, profixed by "CC*. .
Group,I: Similor to Group G but norrower snd
Toof with stalk downmards, Types L) - "POSTES!
in upper loft cormor and "CallDa' lorge, cxbond-
ing into town circle, and IB - "COSIES" verti-
cally at left of valuc ond "Calinda" sonller,
centrally over value box.
Group K: Small rectenguler fropk with dmitotion
verforation border; large crown in contre and
volue below, Types Ka - "COMETEUR / ETIR No,™
at botton left, end KB - "COMPTSUR. / HETIR®
(without "No.") at lcft. S
(Groups G,H,. I and K appoorcd after 1939
and are thoereforc:not in. Horris's Cataloguc.)
he National Cash Register Co.adhesive
labels arc omitted.from this clogsification,
Types B and G4 arc British "Hidget" mnchines, .
Ki and KB "Neoposts®; Ha was made by the Notion-
al Postal Meter Co. and HB by its sueccssor
Comncroisl Controls Corporation, and &1l tho
others by Pltncy-Bowcs. ‘
~ SOUTH AFRIC.I NOTES.
(Reported by 1ir.Resxcor, ) :
Most of the ncew~typc "PFroncotyps" hove key-
letter "F' preceding the Noe, but a fow have
"FR", Some have one, zero for shillings, ond
others two. Pirst doy was 25.3.52.
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The locally-made YU lorcury" machine olso oxists
in the ld.volue, ul’moupn having no tovmrxnrk or date-
stanp (nor slogen), the franks arc not postmarked so
that place and date of. UsG are net indicatod,
Ir:press:.ons arc usually poor. First doy was 20.5.52,
Both the new Francotyp and the Simplex mochines
have now been introduced into SBouth-Vest ifricay
designs as for South ifrica with the (bilinguall) -
neme altereds (In en eorlier "Bullekin,® Sopte
1951, it was indicated that the om"lnal (ST
Frencotyps had identification nos. "7 1M and @ 2%
Hr, Borfood go:.nts out, that this :1.s ,anorrocﬁ - they
had "SHL 1" ond SEL 2%, No.l.had "SOULH HEST" in two
words and No.2, in one word.) No.l. wos usod by the
SelWedia Trust Co.libda. be,wre being tmccn over by
Hotje & Zioglor.Tdd,
Anplifying thoe C;’J.CG;{—].J.S”G of S.,".}".;..,Nuovaosts
also in the Sept.1951 "Bullctin," ;JI‘.B"I‘J.OOG has
:i.nd.lGL ted sn ot both ¥ 1 and ¥ 2 oxist in values
R ., 1., 28., 3d.; 6d, and 1/- the 2d.having
at some dnte replaced the 1dd, on the mrchinec.

_ lT'TiLRIm.lDS EC‘*US
( Reported by "De Postze .k“ - owmn of Tcdcrl'md—‘
sc Vereniging ven I osts*tukkon - a"'l Lo sutu 1901 -
 verzoriclanrs) | : : }
The /msterdan ho d “)ost office hz*s for low'cl
tine used o speclal neter fronking mochine for
indicating postage duc on mettor sent out fron
there., The impression is blue, ul’m the :Lnacmp'tlon
- " msterdan Te botalen .. cont Port.”
411 authorizafions for theé.usc of "Komusing!
machines were withdresm by on order. of 8 April 1952.
" Those nachines, of Germon meke, were inbroduced in .
1630 ond are no. loncfor 1ado.
Host noew Neopost rr‘cmmc.s gra.n'b the valucs
2,5,6,10,15 and 20 cont,” A-fow hove 25¢. instead
- of onc or other of the obhcrs.




48.) UNITEZD NATTIONS MITERS.

Further to the lists of United States meters
(Pitney~Bowes nodel "RY, types HA3 or Hik) used
prior to the introduction of the spedinl TN,
design, Mr.Um. R.Bird {Chicago) has reported
scveral odditions (slogins not stated):

HMeter No. ToWwn, Dota,

150815 LeKE SUCCESS,N. Y.  Jun.26, 148
162110 LONG ISLID, k.Y, Sep. 27,150
186840 WEW YORK, M.Y. - Jul. 28,51

Also two carlier dates: _

108314 (Decdd, 'h3); 186897 (Jul.16,'51.)

On the other handy no.162488 should be deleted,

having proved to be a misrcading of an indis-

tinct no.182488. _
Another new neber is 304381 (IFE/ YORK,ILT.,

no slogan) wdated on printed mntter but received

at the cnd of October, '

Up 8, PITHEY-BOWES HULHBARTEG -

The nuwbering of the current 1-B nodel "R
("modern cogle” type) stortod at 100,019 (apart
frou the Heilonnts which started ot 51,000}, end
hos run o just short of 200,000 after which the
Nosa. have Jurped to 300,000, ns the 200,000
block has been utilized for the smelicr "dosk
nmodel? (D) rnchincs,

CHILE: IR ILJIL IIOTER STUGE

A8 well as Colombia, Chile has issucd a
special type of nicter stanp for alminil postage.
. Generally similar to the Universal ILV. design
usced for ordinary postage =~ a large recetangle
with denticulated border - it is inscribed at
top “CORREO LEREO CHILE' in two linos instead
of "CORREOS DE CHILE" in onc line,
{ Informntion duc to Mr,Valter M. Swen.)

Duplicated by ¥ B OUBLICITY, 33,Pinmer Rd.Horrow.



